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Tragedyabove clouds
Grim chaseby fighterpilot

aftergiantflyingsaucer
BY GERALD

HEARD
Authorof "The

Ascentof Humanity,"

"This SurprisingWorld,"
and otherworkson the
mysteriesof the
universe.

ON
January

7, 1948,CaptainMantell,in
command

of a
scoutgroupof threefighters,followeda hugeflying

saucerabovethe cloudsat GoodmanField,Fort Knox,
Kentucky.The giantdiscwas about500 feet across.

CaptainMantelltold his commandingofficerthroughhis
radiospeakerthatthe saucerwas

climbing

at morethan400 miles

an hour.He wasgoingto followit up.Thegiantdischadbeen
seenby thoseon thegroundshootingoutpulsesor blastsof red
flame.This was a showdown.

AT
last,

ata
quar-

ter past three
Mantell's voice
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was heard again.He was
holdingon and up. But the
thingwas stillrisingabove
him and maybe increasing

the gap betweenthem.
Stillhe'd trackit as far

as he couldgo — he thought

he couldstandup to 20,000

feet altitude.Then if that
didn'tbringhim at leastto
a better viewand a closer -

up he'd give over.
Probablyhe did. No one

knows for certain.What

did show up was dumb,
dead dumb. The wreckage

of his planewas pickedup
over a wide area.
How he actuallymet his

deathno one couldsay for
sure — but dead he was.

When his voice could no
longerbe heardon the
loudspeaker,the comman-
der orderedone of his com
panionsto searchup. He
wentnot onlyto 33,000feet.

He swung over hundreds

of miles of skyscape.But
there was not a glimmer

of the immensething they
had all seen rollingabove
them.

THERE was a

rumour that at Columbus,

Ohio,at the airfieldthere,

as the sun was settingon
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that fatalday a disc
rushed overhead,and this
disc had a big, flaming
flue-blasttrailingout be

hind it.
So the tragicchaseclosed

with the first saucercas-
ualty.

The sacrificemade by the
gallantpioneerdidn't add
to our knowledgeany more
than might have been
gleanedfrom the ground.

The observationsfrom the
towershowedthat it was a
new species,and may be a
new genusof this strange

visitation.
Before,no disc of that

size had been noted—
thoughsome may have been
as big,but too highto be
gauged.But what none be-
fore had shown was this
greatflareof angryincan-

descencefrom the stern.

ITwasnowOc-
tober,1948.Year Two of
the Discshad beenfullof
inconclusive evidence,some
hoaxes,a lot of mistaken

sightings— weatherbal-
loons.&c.,— a lot

certainly

pointingto something— but
ro what,to what definite

conclusion?No one could
say.
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No one very much wanted

to say.Forif it wasa sec
ret weaponno one wanted

to talk aboutwhat might
be spoiltby

talking.
If it

was "anotherPower,"there
againno one wantedpanic
started.
And if it was

something

not humanat all — why
then leastof all did any
one want to talk
The case that follows,

thdughit is importantand
puzzling,did not thank
heaven,end in tragedy,

only in furtherbewilder

ment.

The eveningof that first
Octoberday had already
settledin. It was now night
over the North Dakota
town of Fargo.

A NATIONALAir

Guard lieutenantnamed,
GeorgeGorman,a man of,
some

importance
in the city,

was comingin from a prac
tice flightin a fighter.

He was the lastof his
group,and had just re
ceivedthe O.K. that it was
clearand safe for him to
land. But, lookingbelow his
craft,he saw; movingvery
fast,a lightbetweenhim
and the ground.

It was movingat an un-
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wise speed, consideringhow

closehe judgedit to be the
earth,for he tookit to be
the hindlightof a plane.

Naturally, he told the
landing controlbelow to
make sure again all was
clear.They told him there
was onlyone otherplanein
the district,and as it
happenedhe couldpick up
its

outline

— welloutof his
way.

This plane was nowhere

near the patrollinglight.
FURTHER,

as the
lightcircled aboutuntilit
was between Gormanand a
lightedgroundarea, Gor
man saw no body, no
structureof any sort round
the light— therewas justa
flame without a holder, a
movinglight withoutany
thingto moveit, or carry
it.

Now the tower control

man caughtsightof the
light.He had, of course,

night binoculars— so he
couldsee far betterthan
Gorman.But like Gorman
he couldsee justthe light

and nothingroundit.
Then Gormandecidedon

matic opponent— an oppon-
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ent who certainlyknew how
to playthe game,and who,
in boxingterms,couldshow
some pretty footwork.

They dancedthis night
sky duet abovethe air
field.But some of the turns

madeby the light,as leader,

wereso sharpand neatthat
they made Gormango as
black in his consciousness

as the nightoutside.

This touch and touch
againof the grim danger

of blackingout made Gor-
man thinkfast.The thing
was behavinghumanly,one
might even say humorously,

but couldit be humanand
flick round cornersand
make turnslike that?Could

a bold thing.He was above

the light.So he swooped on
it. And that apparently

caughtits wandering.at
tention.It paused and
then,quickas a toreador

with a chargingbull,side
stepped.

As Gormanswoopedpast

he couldsee it as it
slippedoff to his right.It
was onlya footor so in
size,a whiteglobe,Gor
man thought it was making

for the tower,so he dived

at it again.
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FOR20
minutes

this skilfulflierdived,and
duckedat; this queer,enig-

any human brain stand,
such spinningand sudden,
twisting?

Thatproblem
of

whetherhumanscan turn
as quickas discsturnis
goingto turnup . again.We
had best,then,noteit well
now. For certainlya lot
may wellturnon it, on
that one queerfact.

The factsof human
anatomy are stubborn
things.We weren'tmeant
to functionabovea certain

rate and pressureand
powerof spin.Go overthat
and you'llbe lucky,very
lucky,if you don'tfind

yourselflaid out — and per-

haps for good.

But when at last Gorman,

by a quickstroke,seemed
for a momentas thoughhe
mightactuallyget in its
path,for a momentit
seemed to lose patience.

With its usual unexpected

readinessit suddenlyswung.
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But not away— straighton
to Gorman.

The two, he and the
light,were now divingright
into each other Gorman

thendid dip and the light
sailed over him. Perhaps
that counted as a pointto
it.

GORMANthought,
however,that he must make
anotherdash for it. Again
they came head-on.But
thistime— as it iriustbe
owned the discs always
seemto do — it tookto its
good mannersand used its
-fuilpowers— it justhopped

rightup intothe air,as the.
old Cretan bull-fighters

usedto leaprightoverthe
charging bull.
But Gormanwouldn'tlet

it go. By thattime,how
ever, the Thinking Light
had tiredof playingball
with its rather clumsy
human pick-up.

He came on, panting up
behindit. But.it, lightas
Ariel,rushedup to 14,000

and then (after Gorman's

planehad coughedbut got
its wind againand taken
him to 17,0.00 feet)the
Lightshookitselffree of
its heavy hanger-on.sailed
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up intothe nightand was
gone.

This unequalled

joint performanceof man
and mystery,flame and
fighterplane,was watched

by quitean
audience.

To the
two men in the towerwere
added anothercouple,who
had just arrivedby plane.
Thismovingbody— if it

canbe calleda body— had
no trail.And no one heard

any soundcomefromit.
One thing will strike

anyonewho readsthis re-
port,or at leastone ques-

tion must arise,"surelythat
Light was being,projected"?

Theremusthavebeen— if
the wholethingwasn'ta
phantomhunt and not a
factualhunt — theremust
have been someonehigh,
highaloft,who was direct

ing this littlebright"bait,"
directingit on the flying

fieldof Fargo,NorthDa-
kota,to see whatthe men-
minnowsin the bottomof
the

earth-atmosphere
pool

woulddo.

The
"person"far,

far aboveplayedwith the
one "minnow"that rose.
But,and thisis vitallyim
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portant,thoughthe min-
now,likeany othermind
less minnow,dashedat the
bait,and triedto captureit,
the high, hidden"fisher
man" was, thank heaven,
much more a patientnat
uralistthan a sportsman

wantingto land-a catch.

He playedwith the poor
little creature,which was
onlyableto swimas high

as the waterof its poolex-
tended(and so at 17,000

feet couldbe let slideback

to mud-level).

He took care to learnas

much as he couldof the
minnow'spowerof not only
manoeuvre,but of mind —
testedto see what turnsit
could take, what tactics it
was capableof, what its re-
sistanceto strain,what its
inventiveness to sudden

movementmight be.

THEREis,then,
no

escapingthe conclusionnot
only— as allwhowerein on
that play agreed— that
there was an intelligence

guidingthat Light.

As to the tragic Mantell

case — again,what else
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could be expected?This
huge thing, this monstrous

sky-master,scuttled away
from the silly gnat that
kept on rushingafterit.

No one knows how near

Mantellgot. The current
explanation

is that as he
hadn'tgot oxygenwith him,
above 20,000 he "blacked-

out" (to be expected),and
that while,he was in a
swoonhis planegot out of
control.

A CRASHfrom
that height has happened

from that cause,and the
crashwilldo all for the vic
tim and his planethat the
accountof that plane's
break-upborn out.

But Mantellmay have
got rightinto the danger

zone— and by thatis meant

rightnearthe washof this
terrible thing's inconceiv-

able engines.And such
factsas we have seen point

to one thing— these -"ships"

are quite as peculiarin
theirpoweras in their
shape. They do command,

some sort of prodigious

energythe likeof whichis
just underthe horizon of
our speculation.
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F INALLYthere

was a reportthat Mantell's

plane fragmentsdid show
signs of such "handling."

Therewere groovesin the
metal,drivenright through
it.

Takingfor grantedthe
sizeand powerof this,the
greatestof all

sky-visitors.

yet viewed(withany ac-
curacy),we can only con
clude one thing. These
searchersand explorers
from the sky are consider

ate — indeed,thereis every
reasonto supposethat they
are wise as they are clever,

as gentleas theyare in
genious.

In this case they were
escapingso fast that they
thoughtthey had left the
"gnats"safely behind.

Then one got close
enoughto hit that intense

"wake" of discharging

atom - force radiation

energy,neededto drivethis
artificialislandup into the
airlesssky, out into space,

maybe.

TOMORROW
Flyingsaucerstravelat

1
8,000

m.p.h.
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